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NEW BOOK RELEASE 2011

Anastatic reprint of the first and only English edition.Written during Sir Ernest 
Shackleton’s British Antarctic Expedition, 1908.
First Italian translation of the work whose publication celebrates the first centenary of 
the attainment of the South Pole (R. Amundsen, 1911).

SERIES: IL GENIO VAGANTE.

First release: October 2011

THE VOLUMES
Two volumes, format: 19 cm x 24.7 cm; limited edition (550 numbered 
copies); 440 pages, ivory paper 100g/sq.m. printed in 1/1 colors.; 10 original 
illustrations and 25 photos in volume 2; half-leather binding; elegant slipcase. 
Cover price: € 131.00.



THE AUTHOR

Sir Ernest Henry Shackleton (Ireland, 1874-1922) took part in his first 
Antarctic expedition with the Discovery (1901-1903) when he was only 
27. He reached the highest fame after the extraordinary adventure in which, 
between 1914 and 1916, he was the protagonist of a memorable rescue 
operation of his crew, blocked in the Antarctic pack ice. Although he went 
down in history for this extraordinary nautical enterprise almost beyond the 
human limits, Shackleton was a remarkable figure also for his publishing 
activity which he carried out with passion and competence during the Nimrod 
expedition (1907-1909) and in the following Antarctic mission. The logistic 
conditions where the work was produced (a hut which measured less than 
60 sq.m. with 14 explorers living inside it), the geographical environment 
(the Antarctic Plateau) and the extreme temperatures (even less than -40° 
C) make this anthology, which gathers contributions of different nature 
signed by scientists and explorers coordinated by Sir E.H.Shackleton, one 
of the most interesting documents of the “heroic” period of the Antarctic 
explorations.

THE WORK

Aurora Australis is one of the rarest and most unique literary works of the 
world. In fact, only sixty copies are known to exist, produced at the winter 
quarters of the British Antarctic Expedition called Nimrod, established 
at Cape Royds. Quite unknown even among the scholars who deal with 
the Antarctic area, it is published in two volumes: one is the reprint of the 
only edition published in 1908 (vol.1, 185 pages), the other is the first and 
only Italian translation (vol.2, 255 pages). The second volume contains 
two prefaces written by experts, 25 photos and illustrations taken from 
Shackleton’s memoir (The Heart of the Antarctic, 1909) and from the 
photographic archive of Carlo Baroni, author of a preface. The work is due 
out now in Italy – a limited edition with numbered copies for a public both 
of experts of the Antarctic and lovers of exploration and travel books – just 
in the celebratory year par excellence: 100 years after the reaching of the 
South Pole due to R. Amundsen, on 14th December 1911.


